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institutions of that Empire were then fully organised, and
the laws regulating them rigorously observed. When Me-
hemmed II had crowned his predecessors' work by the capture
of Constantinople and the incorporation of Qaraman and
Qizil-Ahmedli, he addressed himself to another task and
thoroughly organised every department, civil, military, and
legal, of the state. Every detail concerning every branch
of these is laid down in his Qanun-Name or 'Book of Laws';
and the system of administration therein elaborated is in
perfect harmony with the genius of the Turkish people, and
admirably adapted to the requirements of the time. In the
following century Suleyman I re-edited the Qanun-Name,
introducing certain changes and many modifications which
the greatly increased extent of the Empire and other reasons
had rendered necessary.

Till nearly the beginning of the seventeenth century the
laws laid down by these two Sultans were strictly carried
out, with the result that the culema were almost always
men of real learning, and the vezirs and other functionaries,
officers of approved worth. In consequence of this, Turkey,
during this century and a half, was one of the greatest
powers on the earth.